The Guide does not attempt to or-,ganize the above subjects into definite courses but suggests that they may be integrated into a curriculum as best suits the individual school.
The Guide renders a most useful service to those responsible for public health nursing education for it organizes in an authoritative manner the essentials of a public health nursing curriculum. Its educational philosophy and scientific content have been carefully reviewed by leaders in each of the many fields concerned and therefore represent the modern trends in public health. Although this book is intended primarily for persons interested in public health nursing education, it can be read with profit by anyone in the public health field.
H The present edition is an " economy edition in that the state and local sec-tion is omitted along with an account of NAHO's doings and the editors' annual summary.
C. P. STRAUB
The National Formulary--Prepared by the Committee on National Formulary of the American Pharmaceutical Association. (7th ed.) Washington: American Pharmaceutical Association, 1942. 690 pp. Price, $6.00.
Both The National Formulary VII and The United States Pharmacopoeia XII have a particularly important place in medicine because they are the official sources of information on drugs. Since 1906 the standards for drugs as given in the various editions of these books must be adhered to rigidly' by all manufacturers and distributors. On November 1 the new United States Pharmacopoeia XII and the National Formulary VII will replace the previous editions as standards.
The choice of preparations to be included in The United States Pharmacopoeia is determined by the Committee on Scope, who make their decision chiefly on whether or not a particular preparation is of therapeutic value. This is not true of The National Formulary. In that book the choice of preparations is determined by the extent to which preparations are prescribed and must therefore be stocked by the dispensary pharmacist. Because certain drugs long since replaced by more effective remedies are still prescribed in large quantities, The National Formulary is required to set up standards for them. It is thus we find in it drugs that are not even mentioned in medical college teaching, such as Aralia (American spikenard), Areca (betelnut), Buchu,. Sanguinaria (bloodroot), and true and false unicorn-root.
Great care has been taken by the Committee on Revision of The National Formulary to set up standards for each substance included in the book. They have done an excellent job. It is easy for members of the public health profession to take for granted the uniformity and dependability guaranteed by the U. S. Pharmacopeia, now issued in a twelfth edition. This is truly a publication of international character of which there has been a Spanish edition for forty years. It is official in Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, in Nicaragua, Panama, the As stated in the subtitle, this book is "A Study of the Predictive Value of the Minnesota Preschool Scales," and will be of greatest interest and value, as the foreword suggests, to the " careful student and professional worker in the field of mental measurement." There is, however, much of interest to the medical man who deals with children.
The Minnesota preschool scales for the study of mental development of young children have been in use for some time; they include both verbal and non-verbal scales which are scored separately. In this monograph the authors present a carefully constructed report of the development and validation of the tests which is followed by a study of their predictive value with regard to the later performance of the same children on other commonly used tests. A group of children from two to fourteen years of age was followed and retested at stated intervals. The work and statistical analyses were most carefully done. Evidence is adduced to show that mental development does not always proc.eed at a fixed rate, and it is suggested that there is a sex difference in the age at which the tests begin to have a predictive value. The superiority of the non-verbal scales over the verbal ones at early ages suggests to the reviewer their use with children whose acquisition of speech is delayed. These children are often brought for advice to the physician who is unable to answer
